
 

 

SOMERSET HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

PLAYER PATHWAY ADMINISTRATORS REPORT  2020 

Development Centre 2019 

We ran our Development Centre in 2019 over the summer months as usual. This ran well apart from a 

few issues with pitch hire at Millfield School. We still need more coaches for the numbers that we have 

playing but our brilliant coaching team did double up to help with this. 

We still had an issue of a lack of coaches but did manage with some people doubling up. 

Development Centre 2020 

This year has been very different but I am only on version 4 of how the DC will look in Somerset. 

I have all nominations in from schools and have asked parents to confirm they want their child to attend. 

I am planning to have centres in Bruton, Taunton and Yeovil although the uptake for the Yeovil centre 

has been very low so this may not run. 

The current plan is to start DC mid September and run on Friday evenings for 5 weeks. 

There is a planning meeting with the coaches planned for next week (online) 

Academy Centre 2019 

Our AC programme has run well apart from extreme weather causing some competitions to be cancelled. 

I have now decided that I will not use Millfield as a venue as the issues they caused with bookings this 

year. Bruton School are happy to host and so are Wells Cathedral now that they are trying to get planning 

for lights. 

The coaches were brilliant on this but I would still like to expand the pool of coaches available for next 

year. 

AC Satellite 

We ran a few sessions for this which worked really well. For next year I need to put this into the 

programme at the start so parents know what the plan is.  

AC+ 

My plan was to start this in January but due to cancelled sessions there weren’t any spare dates for this 

to run. I do think this is a very good thing to run and therefore will add this into the programme and plan 

for the dates at the beginning. 

Academy Centre 2020 

I have started planning for the next AC. I attended a Zoom west performance meeting with the other 

counties. We don’t anticipate starting any competition with other counties until January. 

I would like to run the AC trials in November over two weeks and then run a couple of weeks training 

before Christmas. I normally avoid December due to indoor hockey but it is looking unlikely that this 

will happen. 

 



 

 

When I meet with the coaches next week I also have some other ideas for the AC, which we will discuss 

and put together a plan for how this will work. 

GK Coaching 

We had a GK specialist coach at the AC this year and also some spot sessions at DC. This worked really 

well and players got a lot out of it. The feedback from coaches is that they would still like more support 

with integrating GK’s and therefore we will do some CPD for this. 

Kit 

Players purchased their own kit for AC this year which was much better as they were responsible for 

brining it and sizing wasn’t such an issue. Our kit supplier is O’Neill which I would like to stay with if 

they can provide the same service. 

Income and Expenditure AC 2019/20 

The cost to each player was £140 which included all training and competition.  

Both the DC and AC have made a surplus. I do a budget forecast each year and do build in contingencies, 

just incase. I am budgeting for the next cycle but until further information from EH is released this is 

very difficult. 

I would like to thank Jo for her continued support and being my sounding board to check over 

everything. 

Laura Bennett 

 

 


